
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Pastors/Administrators in the Diocese of Austin 

 

FROM: Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez, Bishop of Austin 

 

CC:  Very Reverend James A. Misko, Vicar General 

  David Wood, Director of Worship 

 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Temporary Liturgical Protocols for Confirmation 

 

DATE: May 20, 2020 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I am making plans for the celebration of Confirmation through the end of 2020.  It is extremely 

important to me that any candidates who are prepared for the sacrament receive it as soon as 

possible.  These plans include the rescheduling of any Confirmation liturgies cancelled from 

March through May because of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as liturgies already on my and 

Fr. James Misko’s schedules. 

 

Many are of the belief that the pandemic will be with us for some time; and, while there are 

promising therapies in the news, no immunization is forthcoming in the short-term. As we have 

moved forward with gradual reopening and loosening of social distancing requirements, we must 

continue to be vigilant in our efforts to minister to the spiritual needs of the faithful in a safe 

manner.  Social distancing of 6-feet in all directions significantly reduces the capacity of our 

churches, which presents a challenge for Confirmation liturgies. 

 

The following temporary protocols will be in effect for the remainder of 2020 for any Confirmation 

liturgies to be celebrated by me or Fr. Misko:  

 

• Confirmation will be celebrated within a Liturgy of the Word unless scheduled at a Sunday 

Mass (or Saturday anticipated Mass). 

o All present at the liturgy should remain masked at all times. 

• Confirmation Liturgies will be limited to the candidate, sponsor, and two guests (most often 

the parents), for a total of 4.  I highly recommend you livestream the Mass to allow greater 

participation.  
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• To help reduce the number in attendance and to meet occupancy restrictions, consider using 

a single proxy to stand in for sponsors unable to be present. The DRE or a deacon would 

be a good option. Since parents are not able to be sponsors, they should not stand in as 

proxies.   

• If the parish has a hall that is larger than the church, it may be used for the celebration of 

the liturgy. 

• If two liturgies are scheduled back-to-back, the church may be used for one and the hall 

for the other to reduce the time between the two liturgies (i.e., time will be needed to 

sanitize following the first liturgy). 

• During the conferral of the sacrament:    

o Facemasks are to be worn by the candidates, sponsors, and the minister. 

o Candidates and sponsors come forward in a single file line maintaining six-feet 

distance. 

o While distancing themselves, the sponsor places their right hand on the candidate’s 

shoulder. 

• Social distancing throughout the liturgy 

o Those in the same household may sit closer than the six-foot protocol.  

o Sponsors, if not living in the same household, will need to sit with 6-foot social 

distancing. 

• There will be no pictures with Bishop Vásquez or Fr. Misko individually or as a group 

following the liturgy. 

• Pictures may be taken from the side as the candidates are confirmed. 

• No reception should be held following the Confirmation. 

• All assembled should wash their hands before arriving at the church and hand sanitizer 

should be used upon entering the church. 

 

I realize that our people may be disappointed with some of these protocols as they are different 

than what they may have been expecting.  I wish they were not necessary, but I believe they are 

prudent during the time of this pandemic. Further, I am aware that some candidates may decide to 

postpone receiving the sacrament at this time. Their decision must be respected. 

 

A member of my staff will be reaching out to parishes individually in the coming days to plan for 

these liturgies. 

 

I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the pastors and their staff for working tirelessly 

to care for the faithful entrusted to them.  

 

 

 


